Your legacy could
be someone’s lifeline

You Make The Difference
Every day, STARS takes care of some of the sickest and most critically injured
patients in Western Canada. This translates to tens of thousands of people who rely
on us to get them to hospitals safely while providing them with the advanced care
they need while in the air. None of this would be possible if not for the support of our
dedicated donors.
In 1985, the original vision for STARS was spurred by the hope of saving one life, and
our grassroots non-profit grew from there. Over the years, we’ve touched the lives
of tens of thousands of patients, along with their friends and families. By supporting
STARS through legacy giving, not only are you helping STARS to be there for those
who need us today, but you are helping to ensure we are here for your friends,
families and neighbours for generations to come.
Andrea Robertson
President and CEO, STARS

In 1985, the original vision of STARS was spurred by the hope of saving one life. Saving one life turned into
two and today, STARS has flown more than 30,000 missions from six bases in Calgary, Edmonton, Grande
Prairie, Regina, Saskatoon and Winnipeg. Saving one more life remains our vision today and it will still be
our vision tomorrow.
STARS provides time, hope and life-saving transport to critically ill and injured patients. Our physicians,
nurses and paramedics work in concert to ensure that STARS’ patients receive the highest level of care
available. Our helicopters are more than just an ambulance in the air; they bring a sophisticated medical
environment directly to the patient.
By planning a legacy gift today, you can make a difference in the lives of future STARS patients and ensure
that we can continue to deliver on our commitment: to be there for the next patient.

six bases
30,000 missions

Bonnie Fortin
Moments after Bonnie Fortin met her fourth
son, Emery in August 2013, her health went
downhill rapidly. A scheduled C-section had
led to profuse bleeding.
“I have to put you to sleep now, Bonnie,” a doctor
at the Cypress Regional Hospital in Swift Current
said in her ear.
Bonnie awoke two days later in ICU at the Regina
General Hospital to learn she had nearly bled to
death following complications from the surgery.
“I was in critical condition when STARS arrived
and running out of time,” said Bonnie. “Using
their skills and knowledge they stabilized me
enroute to hospital enough that I would survive
surgery. It’s amazing what these people can do in
the back of a helicopter.”
Since her mission, Bonnie has shared her
story with friends and strangers every chance
she gets. In 2014 she launched a Mother’s Day
fundraiser for STARS in her rural community and
donated more than $18,000 to our non-profit.
Bonnie says fundraising and volunteering her
time is the least she can do.
“Without STARS, I would not be here. My husband
Dayle would be raising our four boys alone and
that would have left a big hole in my family.”

Greg & Linda Powell
When STARS’ founder, Dr. Greg Powell, encountered a
mother 30 years ago whom he felt would have survived if
she arrived at the emergency department sooner, he was
inspired to find a way to fill the need.
From that inspiration, STARS was born.
Dr. Powell’s wife, Linda, has been instrumental in STARS’
success, working side-by-side for twenty-five years. The
couple’s lasting legacy will be the more than 30,000 missions to date, made possible by innovative thinking, hard
work, and dedication. To continue their legacy with the organization they built, the Powells are leaving a gift through
their will planning.
“STARS is about saving lives, about hope, about a lifeline
for those having what is one of the worst days of their lives,”
said Linda. “Our gift is one way we wish to help STARS continue to make a difference. No matter how large or small a
commitment, we hope others will consider joining us.”
This gift will help ensure that the Powells’ dream to provide
care and rapid transport to critically ill and injured patients
can live on for years to come.
“It is our hope that this legacy will inspire and strengthen
the opportunity for people whose lives are threatened to
receive the best medical care possible,” said Dr. Powell.
“This is very close to our hearts and we are forever grateful
for the opportunity we have had to meet with patients and
their families and to see the inspired passion of those who
serve patients every day.”

Patient

Roseann Gouchee
An appointment with a cardiologist turned out
to be the most heartbreaking day of Roseann
Gouchee’s life.
She and her husband Gerry were merging onto
the Yellowhead Highway between Sherwood Park
and Edmonton on Jan. 12, 2011 en route to the
specialist when their vehicle was broadsided
by a semi-truck. Gerry was thrown from the
vehicle and Roseann was trapped inside. While
first responders worked furiously to free her,
time ticked down. STARS was called to land
on the highway and carry her to Royal
Alexandra Hospital.
Tragically, Gerry passed away in the crash.
Roseann sustained extensive injuries including
fractures and two brain bleeds and was
hospitalized four months.
While she misses her husband of 49 years every
day, Roseann relishes her time with friends,
children and grandchildren. She also embraces
opportunities to spread the word about STARS by
volunteering for our non-profit.
“I feel strongly that I would not be alive if not
for STARS picking me up,” said Roseann. “I had
hypothermia and was seriously injured. I believe
STARS was there for me because my children
would not have been able to handle losing both
parents at once. I’m so grateful.”

Robert & Deb Elzinga
Rob and Deb Elzinga of Fort Saskatchewan, AB are grateful
they have never needed STARS, but when they were avid
motorcyclists - who rode in rural and remote areas - they
understood the need for the service.
“We knew that if an accident happened when we were out
in the country, we would likely be relying on STARS to save
our lives,” said Deb Elzinga.
Over the years, the Elzingas have supported STARS a
number of ways. After careful consideration, the couple
decided to leave a lump-sum donation to STARS in the
form of a bequest.
“We chose STARS because we hope the service will always
be around for us, our family, and our friends if any of us
ever need it,” said Deb.
Recently, the Elzingas’ lives took an abrupt change. Rob
was diagnosed with Multiple System Atrophy, a debilitating
movement disorder and unfortunately, that meant the end
of motorcycle trips for the couple.
“It made us realize that life can change in an instant when
you least expect it,” said Deb.
Despite the diagnosis, the Elzingas have remained positive.
“This has further strengthened our commitment to leave
a legacy gift for STARS,” said Deb. “They are the ones that
will be there when the unimaginable happens.”

Donor

Steven Lipischak
As he prepares for summer at Whiteshell Provincial Park, Steven Lipischak credits STARS for
giving him the chance to return to his favourite
escape following an injury in fall 2013.
“STARS gave me a second life,” said Lipischak,
who lives in Winnipeg. “The doctors say it’s incredible I survived.”
Lipischak was standing on a stepladder platform
changing lighting on Friday, Sept. 13, 2013, when
he extended too far. “I flew off the ladder and hit
the concrete pads,” he said. “I cracked my skull
and was bleeding.” While a neighbour called 911,
Cecelia Lipischak began CPR on her husband of
more than 30 years.
Paramedics found Lipischak slipping in and out
of consciousness. The ground crew knew there
was a small window to get him to critical care,
so STARS was requested. Within an hour of his
fall, STARS was dispatched from the base, had
rendezvoused with paramedics on a nearby highway and whisked Lipischak to Winnipeg’s Health
Sciences Centre.
He thanks STARS every chance he gets. “STARS
is there for people living in rural areas, but
STARS is also for city folk like me.”

Stan & Jane Grad
When Stan Grad received a call no father wants to get,
his world crumbled. It was 1990 and his 16-year-old
daughter Kristine was involved in a serious collision on
a rural road, sustaining life-threatening injuries. She
was transported by STARS to hospital, but sadly died the
next day.
Despite their grief, Stan and his family were inspired to
support the organization that did everything it could for
his daughter.
“We became acutely aware of how critical air ambulance
service is to every member of the province,” said Stan.
To start, Stan donated an antique truck, which he and
his office team used to travel around Southern Alberta,
selling merchandise and raffle tickets for STARS.
“The first year, we hit over 50 community rodeos, fairs
and parades. Our biggest accomplishment was not the
$250,000 that we raised in two years, it was educating
the public that STARS was a community-based service.”
Since, Stan and his wife Jane Grad have supported
STARS in different ways, including a planned gift, in
part to honour Kristine.
“We hope STARS can continue to provide critical
care and transport for many years to come,” said
Jane. “Hopefully, our gift will help encourage others,
especially in rural communities, to consider their own
gift to STARS.”

PLANNING YOUR LEGACY
Leaving a financial legacy or planned gift is a way to make a special gift to your charity of choice, while also
maximizing tax and estate planning benefits. Planning a legacy gift is a reflective process that takes time,
careful thought, and discussion with your trusted advisors to provide the most meaningful outcome. For
STARS, your legacy gift can help create sustainable financial support for our organization and that will ultimately mean more missions flown, new technology and training opportunities for our crews, and the opportunity to explore innovative medical technologies in the future. We would welcome the opportunity to share in
your thoughtful journey.

WILLS AND BEQUESTS
Once you have taken care of your family and loved ones, you may consider naming STARS as a beneficiary
of a remaining portion of your estate. This is often the simplest method of completing a legacy gift.

GIFTS OF LISTED SECURITIES
A gift of securities is one way to make a special gift that you might not be able to consider making as a
cash gift, and it can provide a meaningful tax advantage. Listed securities can include stocks, bonds,
bills, warrants and mutual funds.

GIFTS OF LIFE INSURANCE
This option provides you with the chance to make a substantial donation at a relatively low cost. This
includes purchasing or donating an existing policy while naming STARS as the owner or beneficiary.
A gift of life insurance can also provide you with tax benefits during your lifetime.
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CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS
Cash, listed securities or real estate can be transferred to a trustee who holds and manages the assets. A trust
indenture is required to establish a charitable remainder trust naming STARS as the residual beneficiary.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
A charitable gift annuity might appeal to you if you are more concerned about financial security than income. A
donation is made to STARS, with a portion being used to purchase a life annuity which provides you, or another
named individual, with guaranteed income for life through annuity payments which are mostly tax exempt.

GIFTS OF PROPERTY
Gifts of property refer to tangible assets that include real estate, special collections, other property and
works of art. Gifts of property are almost always sold with proceeds applied to STARS’ operating costs.
Any potential gift of property should be discussed in advance with a STARS representative.

Always consult with your professional tax advisor, accountant or financial planner
during your consideration of any legacy gift. We would be pleased to work with you
and your trusted advisors to ensure that your legacy giving intentions are met.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY WITH STARS, PLEASE CONTACT:
STARS Foundation (Head Office)
1441 Aviation Park NE, Box 570
Calgary, Alberta T2E 8M7

Phone: 1-855-516-4848
Email: foundation@stars.ca
Charitable Registration No. 81845 9521 RR0001

www.stars.ca

